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A Study of Curriculum Reform at Harvard College
: Tracing the Five-year History of its Reform Efforts

FUKANO, Masayuki
(J. F. Oberlin University)

In April, 2004, Harvard College proposed to revise its Core Program that had been
carried out more than 30 years and the “College Course” was newly suggested. However
the new curriculum plan met with strong opposition from faculty members and the
situation worsened, resulting in the resignation of the President Lawrence Summers of the
University in February, 2006.

After a five-year argument the new “General Education Program” started in October
2007 instead of the traditional Core Program in which a so-called “mode of inquiry” had
been put on emphasis. Accordingly present students are only required to take compul-
sory subjects from eight ‘knowledge areas’.

A series of discussion about the curriculum reform at Harvard College concluded by a
kind of compromise and after the radical top-down reform plan by the President was
rejected, it revealed the importance of process of argument which reflects the opinions of

the persons concerned, that is, the faculty and the students.
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